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community and beyond 

By: John Hack

On Monday, Dr. Lawrence Brown and Dedrick Asante Muhammad came to speak 

at Towson University regarding the wealth gap amongst minorities in comparison to 

white communities in Baltimore. In front of a crowd of about 40 people consisting of 

mostly Towson University students, the two men spoke in a presentation entitled, 

“Understanding the Racial Wealth Divide: Baltimore and Beyond”, which covered 

statistical data and mappings of Baltimore to show the effects that poverty has 

historically had on minority races which composed of statistical data. 

The speech was kicked off by Dr. Brown, an assistant professor at Morgan State 

University in Baltimore. As a man who grew up the grandchild of sharecroppers in 

Mississippi, Lawrence pointed out how Baltimore has become one of the most 

underfunded cities for minorities in the United States. He spoke by saying how a neglect 

of this funding towards gradually impoverished communities is a direct factor of some of 

the biggest problems that Baltimore has, such as violence and theft. He also made note 

of the three key words: policies, practices and systems, and the ways in which these 

key words have interfered with the progression of financial/wealth development among 



minorities, especially African Americans, in the United States as a whole. He also spoke 

about something called “The White ‘L’”, there a map of the city of Baltimore was shown 

and an area of wealth corresponding with those who were caucasian was in almost in 

the shape of an ‘L’, which is not an uncommon phenomenon in America. 

The second speaker at the presentation was Dedrick Asante Muhammad, who 

was the former Sr. Director of the Economic Dept. and Executive Dir. of the Financial 

Freedom Center for the NAACP. In his portion of the presentation, Muhammad 

discussed how the racial divide has hallowed out America’s middle class. He stressed 

about the importance in how the foundation of racial inequality is radicalized economic 

inequality, therefore hinting at the idea of, “the road to zero wealth”. He also included 

statistics in his presentation by pointing out that the average median household income 

for blacks was $33,801 compared to that of whites which was $62,751. 

When asked why he felt so compelled to take on this issue and bring it to 

Towson, Muhammad said, “To me, its more about the issue of inequality”. He also said 

that in regards to opportunity for those who are being financially, “It’s a matter of life and 

death, literally.” He said that the most important question that TU students who attended 

the event can ask themselves, “What am I gonna do to be able to present others an 

opportunity to thrive. Additionally, two Towson students, Gianna Vacca and Aiden Ivory, 

were able to discuss how they felt about the presentation, and what they had learned. 

Ivory said, “I think there needs to be an analysis and examination of the system to find a 

better solution.” Dacca responded by saying, “People should talk about [racial 

inequality] more because what it does is help those involved become more aware of 

that.” 



Sources of quotes: gvacca2@students.towson.edu

aivory1@students.towson.edu 

dasantemuhammad@prosperitynow.org
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